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Governor of the Bahamas, an intelligent man, foil
of a new discovery which is to revolutionize the
condition of the islands. It consists of a plant
growing like a weed, which was the curse of the
islands till Shea found that it would give a hemp
equal to the best Manila. Now the cultivation is
beginning on a large scale, and English capital is
being brought in. From his account it looks as if
enormous fortunes might be made out of this dis-
covery and the prospect is so tempting that after
thinking it over I wrote to Shea asking him for an
option on 20,000 acres of land. ... I shaU not
touch the matter unless there is really a large fortune
in it. ...

Soon afterwards he sent out his two sons to investi-
gate the possibilities.

Their experiences afforded plenty of evidence of the
difficulties which lay ahead. The two brothers made a
tour of the outer islands in a twelve-ton cutter, of
which the only cabin was just large enough to allow
one person to sleep on the floor and another on the
seat, while it was but four feet high. To make matters
worse the weather was execrable, and the boat shipped
water continuously, so that the cabin came to resemble
a lake. One of the crew was washed overboard, but
was fortunately recovered. To add to their discomfort
both Chamberlains were terribly sea-sick, though
usually good sailors. Still, it is astonishing how litde
such things count in one's twenties, and the young
men completed their mission. They fixed on the
island of Andros as the best site for the projected sisal
plantation, and then reported to their father. In due
course he took their advice, and exercised his option
in Andros, Then, as so often with him, he proceeded to